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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An image forming apparatus comprising: 

hardware r e sources u s ed for imag e formation; 

applications for p e rforming proc e ss e s on imag e formation; and 

a platform that e xists between the applications and th e hardwar e r es ourc es , th e 
platform including an Op e rating Syst e m (OS) and a l e a s t on e control s e rvic e to control an 
ex e cution of e ach requ e st e d proc es sing of th e hardwar e resources according to a function call 
from at least on e of the applications, wher e in int e rproc e ss communication is p e rformed 
b e tw ee n th e control se rvice and at least on e of the applications, and th e hardware r es ourc es , 
the applications, and the platform ar e includ e d in a cabin e t of the imag e forming apparatus, 

the imag e forming apparatu s further comprising, as one of th e application s : 

an information providing part configur e d to provide, to a client terminal, scr ee n data 
us e d for s e l e cting on e or more imag e forming apparatuses from among a plurality of imag e 
forming apparatuse s connected to a network on th e client t e rminal, and configured to stor e , in 
a s torag e unit, information including address e s of on e or more of the imag e forming 
apparatus es which have b ee n select e d by as s ociating th e information with functions of th e 
s e l e ct e d one or mor e imag e forming apparatus e s; and 

a print request part configur e d to distribut e print data and a print r e quest to on e or 
mor e of th e plurality of imag e forming apparatu s es, wh e r e in 

when a print r e quest that has be e n r e ceived includes a nam e of print data and a 
function of an imag o forming apparatus from th e cli e nt t e rminal, th e print r e que s t part 
e xtracts one or mor e addre s ses of on e or more of the plurality of imag e forming apparatuses 
having th e function includ e d in th e print requ e st s e nt from the client terminal from among the 
se l e ct e d on e or mor e information apparatu s es, and the print r e qu e st part distributes th e print 
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data and a print r e qu es t to th e on o or more of the plurality of imag e forming apparatu ses 
having th e function by sp e cifying the extract e d on e or mor e addr e sses 

a storage part configured to store information of functions of a plurality of image 
forming apparatuses, including the image forming apparatus and other image forming 
apparatuses connected to the image forming apparatus via a network, and information of 
destination addresses of the image forming apparatuses; 

a printing part configured to perform print processing when receiving a print request 
and print data from a client terminal; 

a determination part configured to determine whether any of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses has a function included in the print request based on the information of 
functions stored in the storage part; and 

a print request part configured to request the printing part of the image forming 
apparatus to print the print data when the image forming apparatus has th e function included 
in the print request based on the determination by the determination part, and to request one 
or more of the other image forming apparatuses to print the print data when the one or more 
of the other image forming apparatuses have the function included in the print request based 
on the determination by the determination part . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising: 

an information providing part configured to provide, to the client terminal screen data 
used for selecting one or more image forming apparatuses from among t he plurality of image 
forming apparatuses, wherein the information providing part sends the screen data for 
inputting a print instruction to the client terminal; and 



3 



Application No. 10/660,538 

Reply to Office Action of December 27, 2010 

the print request part distributes the print data and the print request when receiving the 
print instruction from the client terminal. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
[[!]] 2, wherein the information providing part s e nds screen data is used for uploading the 
print data to the client terminal; and 

the image forming apparatus receives the print data when the print data is uploaded 
from the client terminal. 

Claim 4 (Canceled). 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 2 
[[1]], wherein the screen data includes data for displaying a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses and corresponding places for each of the image forming apparatuses. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 2 
[[1]], wherein the screen data includes data for displaying a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses and corresponding functions for each of the image forming apparatuses. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the print request part distributes the print data and the print request by 
referring to the information stored in the storage unit. 

Claim 8 (Canceled). 
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Claim 9 (Canceled). 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
[[9]] I, wherein the print request part requests the printing part of the image forming 
apparatus itself to print the print data by using a loop back address. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the print request part comprises an address obtaining part for obtaining addresses of 
the one or more other image forming apparatuses connected to a network; and 

wherein the print request part distributes the print data and the print request by using 
the addresses obtained by the address obtaining part. 

Claim 12 (Canceled). 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the image forming apparatus is configured to be able to install a plurality of 
applications separately from [[the]] at least one control service, and the image forming 
apparatus includes the information providing part and the print request part as an application. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): A print process method used in an image forming 
apparatus, the print process method comprising: 

providing scr ee n data us e d for s e l e cting one or more image forming apparatus es from 
among a plurality of imag e forming apparatuses conn e ct e d to a n e twork on th e client 
t e rminal, and storing information including addr e ss es of one or more of th e plurality of imag e 
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forming apparatu se s which havo boon selected by a s sociating th e information with functions 
of the selected on e or mor e imag e forming apparatuses; 

distributing print data and a print request, by th e imag e forming apparatus, to on e or 
mor e imag e forming apparatu se s, wh e r e in wh e n a print r e qu e st is r e c e ived that includ e s a 
nam e of print data and a function of an imago forming apparatus from th e cli e nt t e rminal, 
extracting one or more addres ses of one or mor e imag e forming apparatuses having the 
function includ e d in th e print r e quest s e nt from the client t e rminal from among th e s e l e ct e d 
on e or mor e information apparatu ses , and di s tributing th e print data and a print r e qu es t to th e 
one or mor o imag e forming apparatuses having th e function by specifying th e e xtract e d on e 
or mor e addr e ss es ; and 

p e rforming interproces s communication b e tw ee n at least on e control s e rvic e and at 
l e ast on e application of at l e ast one of th e imag e forming apparatus which compri se s: 
hardwar e resourc es us e d for imag o formation; 
applications for p e rforming processe s on imag e formation; and 
a platform that e xists betw ee n th e applications and tho hardware resources, the 
platform including an Op e rating Sy s t e m (OS) and a l o ast on e control s e rvic e to control an 
ex e cution of o ach requested proce s sing of th o hardwar e r e sources according to a function call 
from at l e ast on e of th o applications, and th o hardware resourc e s, th e applications, and th e 
platform b e ing includ e d in a cabin e t of th o imag e forming apparatus 

storing, at a storage part of the image forming apparatus, information of functions of a 
plurality of image forming apparatuses, including the image forming app aratus and other 
image forming apparatuses connected to the image forming apparatus via a network, and 
information of destination addresses of the image forming apparatuses; 

performing, at a printing part of the image forming apparatus, print processing when 
receiving a print request and print data from a client terminal; 
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determining whether any of the plurality of image forming apparatuses has a function 
included in the print request based on the information of functions stored in the storage part; 
and 

requesting the printing part of the image forming apparatus to print the print data 
when the image forming apparatus has the function included in the print request based on the 
determining step, and requesting one or more of the other image forming apparatuses to print 
the print data when the one or more of the other image forming apparatuses haye the function 
included in the print request based on the determining step . 

Claim 15 (Previously Presented): The print process method as claimed in claim 14, 
further comprising: 

providing, to the client terminal, screen data used for selecting one or more image 
forming apparatuses from among the plurality of image forming apparatuses, 

wherein the image forming apparatus sends the screen data for inputting a print 
instruction to the client terminal, and distributes the print data and the print request in 
response to the print instruction from the client terminal. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim [[14]] 
15, wherein the image forming apparatus sends the screen data used for uploading the print 
data to the client terminal, and receives the print data when the print data is uploaded from 
the client terminal. 

Claim 17 (Canceled). 
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Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim [[14]] 
15, wherein the screen data includes data for displaying the plurality of image forming 
apparatuses and locations thereof. 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim [[14]] 
15, wherein the screen data includes data for displaying the plurality of image forming 
apparatuses and functions thereof. 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim 14, 
wher e in the imag e forming apparatus stores in a m e mory information including addr e ss es of 
the s e lect e d on e or more image forming apparatuses, and 

wherein the image forming apparatus distributes the print data and the print request by 
referring to the stored information of destination addresses information stor e d in the m e mory . 

Claim 21 (Original): The print process method as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
print instruction includes an instruction for designating functions to be used for printing the 
print data, and 

the image forming apparatus selects one or more image forming apparatuses that 
includes the designated functions from among the selected one or more image forming 
apparatuses, and distributes the print data and the print request to the one or more image 
forming apparatuses that includes the designated functions. 

Claim 22 (Canceled). 
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Claim 23 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim [[22]] 
14 , wherein the image forming apparatus requests the printing part of the image forming 
apparatus itself to print the print data by using a loop back address. 

Claim 24 (Canceled). 

Claim 25 (Canceled). 

Claim 26 (Previously Presented): The print process method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein the image forming apparatus is configured to be able to install a plurality of 

applications separately from the at least one control service, and the application performs the 

providing, and the distributing. 

Claims 27-28 (Canceled). 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended): A computer readable medium storing computer code 
te-be that when executed on an image forming apparatus causes the image forming apparatus 
to perform a method , th e imag e forming apparatus comprising: 

hardwar e resourc e s used for imag e formation; 

application s for p e rforming processes on image formation; and 

a platform that e xists between th e applications and th e hardware resource s , the 
platform including an Operating Syst e m (OS) and a least on e control s e rvic e to control an 
e x e cution of e ach requ e sted proc e s s ing of th e hardwar e r e sources according to a function call 
from at least on e of the applications, wherein interproc e s s communication is perform e d 
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betw ee n tho control s e rvice and at least on e of th e applications, and th e hardwar e resources, 
the applications, and th e platform are includ e d in a cabinet of the imag e forming apparatu s 
th o comput e r r e adable medium comprising, a s on e of th o application s : 
an information providing program codo unit configured to provid e , to a cli e nt 
t e rminal, scr e en data used for selecting on e or mor o imag e forming apparatus e s from among 
a plurality of imago forming apparatus e s conn e cted to a network on th o cli e nt t e rminal, and 
configur e d to stor e , in a storage unit, information including addresses of ono or mor e of the 
image forming apparatu se s which hav o boon solocted by associating the information with 
functions of the s e l e ct e d on e or mor o imago forming apparatus e s; and 

a print r e qu e st program code unit configured to di s tribute print data and a print 
r o qu os t to ono or moro of tho plurality of imago forming apparatuse s , wh o r o in, wh o n a print 
roqu o st that has b e en r e c e iv e d includes a name of print data and a function of an image 
forming apparatus from th o cli e nt t e rminal, th o print r e qu e st part e xtract s ono or mor e 
addr es ses of ono or mor o of the plurality of imago forming apparatuses having tho function 
includ e d in tho print roqu os t se nt from th o client terminal from among th o s o l o ct e d on e or 
moro information apparatus e s, and tho print r o qu os t part distribut es tho print data and a print 
r o qu os t to th o on o or mor o of th e plurality of image forming apparatu se s having th o function 
by s p e cifying th e extracted on o or more addr e sses 

storing, at a storage part of the image forming apparatus, information of functions of a 
plurality of image forming apparatuses, including the image forming apparatus and oth er 
image forming apparatuses connected to the image forming apparatus via a network, a nd 
information of destination addresses of the image for ming apparatuses; 

performing, at a printing part of the image forming apparatus, print processing whe n 
receiving a print request and print data from a client terminal; 



10 



Application No. 10/660,538 

Reply to Office Action of December 27, 2010 

determining whether any of the plurality of image forming apparatuses has a function 
included in the print request based on the information of functions stored in the storage part; 
and 

requesting the printing part of the image forming apparatus to print the print data 
when the image forming apparatus has the function included in the print request based on the 
determining step, and requesting one or more of the other image forming apparatuses to print 
the print data when the one or more of the other image forming apparatuses have the function 
included in the print request based on the determining step . 

Claim 30 (Previously Presented): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein 

when an address of the image forming apparatus is stored in the storage unit due to 
selection of the image forming apparatus at the client terminal and when the image forming 
apparatus includes the function included in the print request, the print request part requests a 
printing part of the image forming apparatus to print the print data by specifying a loop back 
address for returning the print data back within the image forming apparatus. 

Claim 31 (Currently Amended): The print process method as claimed in claim 14, 
wh e r e in further comprising: 

distributing th e print requ e st include s requesting [[a]] the printing part of the image 
forming apparatus to print the print data by specifying a loop back address for returning the 
print data back within the image forming apparatus when an address of the image forming 
apparatus is stored in the storage unit due to selection of the image forming apparatus at the 
client terminal and when the image forming apparatus includes the function included in the 
print request. 
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Claim 32 (Currently Amended): The computer readable medium according to claim 
29, wh e r e in, further comprising: 

requesting [[a]] the printing part of the image forming apparatus to print the print data 
by specifying a loop back address for returning the print data back within the image forming 
apparatus when an address of the image forming apparatus is stored in the storage unit due to 
selection of the image forming apparatus at the client terminal and when the image forming 
apparatus includes the function included in the print request 

wh e n an addres s of th e imag e forming apparatus is stor e d in th e s torag e unit du e to 
s e l e ction of th e imag e forming apparatu s at th e client terminal and wh e n th e imag e forming 
apparatus includes th e function includ e d in th e print r e quest, th e print r e quest part requ e st s a 
printing part of th e imag e forming apparatus to print the print data by specifying a loop back 
addr e ss for returning the print data back within the image forming apparatus . 

Claim 33 (New): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein when 
an error is output when the print request part either requests the printing part of the image 
forming apparatus to print the print data, or requests one or more of the other image forming 
apparatuses to print the print data, another image forming apparatus of the plurality of image 
forming apparatuses is selected and the print request part requests the another image forming 
apparatus to print the print data. 

Claim 34 (New): The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

an address obtaining part for obtaining addresses of the other image forming 
apparatuses automatically and periodically to generate printer list data to be stored in the 
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storage unit, the printer list data associating names of the other image forming apparatuses 
with the respective obtained addresses of the other image forming apparatuses. 



13 



